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caused six cartloads of ' alebaustre ' to be brought from
Tutbury to London for some unspecified work.1
All the evidence points to Nottingham having been
the great centre of the industry, the material being
brought from the Derbyshire quarries of Chellaston.
The stone and the workmanship alike found favour
outside this country, and in 1414, when the abbot of
F6camp required alabaster, he sent his mason, Alexander
de Berneval, to England to procure it; and it was from
Thomas Prentis of Chellaston that the stone was bought.2
The alabaster tomb of John, Duke of Bretagne, which
was erected in Nantes Cathedral in 1408, was made in
England by Thomas Colyn, Thomas Holewell, and
Thomas Poppehowe,3 but it is not certain that they
belonged to Nottingham. Various customs accounts 4
show that carved alabaster figures were often exported
to the Continent. The Prior of Modbury in 1441 sent
a table of alabaster from Poole to the abbey of St. Pierre-
sur-Dives,5 and the frequent export of alabaster carvings
from Poolc suggests that the Purbcck carvers may have
worked alabaster, which is found in the district,
though only in small quantities and of poor quality.
A number of carvings still to be seen in the churches of
France, and even of Iceland,6 have the green background,
with circular groups of red and white spots, peculiar to
the Nottingham school,7 and many of them, as well as
of those that remain in England, possqss great artistic
merit. Besides the elaborate ' tables '—reredoses, or
1	Pat. R., 36 Edw. Ill, pt. 2, m. 37.
2	Arch. Journ,, Ixiv. 32.	3 Ibid., Ixi. 229.
4   V. C. H. Dorset, ii.	5 Hist, MSS. Com. Rep., viii. 352.
6 Some of these no doubt were sold at the time of the Reformatioa.
—Arch. Journ,, IxL 239.	7 Ibid., 237-8.
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